Evatt Eagle
In a caring environment, we will achieve our full potential.

From the Principal

This week in the Eagle

Happy New Year!
Welcome parents and carers - welcome to the new school year!
Welcome back to our existing families and welcome to all our
new families from preschool to Year 6. I was reminded strongly
of the success of some of our procedures at Evatt on Tuesday
morning. What an amazing start to the year. Mr Nicholson and
I had walked around the school welcoming the students back
and there was a buzz of learning right through the school by
9:15am. Our move up day in term four of the previous year
means that students and parents knew where they needed to go
and which teacher to look out for. This means that we can have
such a calm and settled start to learning.
Our teachers were talking on Tuesday about their aspirations for
their students this year - it all centres around learning. Teaching
and learning is what we are all about.

•
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Welcome BBQ
Before School Supervision
Notes Day
Staffing Changes
School Board Elections
Skoolbag School App
Online Safety
Traffic/Kiss&Collect/Drop
Zone
Parent/Teacher Interviews
P&C Bank Details

8 February 2019
Term 1
Monday 11 February

WELCOME BBQ
New families are invited to a welcome BBQ on Tuesday 19
February. Please read further details later in the newsletter.
PARENT MEET AND GREET
In week three, you are asked to come to school to meet your
child’s new teacher. For our new parents, you are asked to book
this appointment electronically. Details are included later in the
newsletter. Each appointment is 10 minutes – this gives you an
opportunity to talk with the teacher about your child. May I also
remind you that before and after school is planning and
preparation time. Teachers are busy organising their day and it
is not a time to drop in and speak to your child’s teacher. They
are however, very happy to meet with you if you need to discuss
a concern. If you need a longer appointment than can be
arranged at the week 3 interview, please contact the front office,
send a written note with your child, or send an email to
info@evattps.act.edu.au to make an appointment at a time that
is mutually convenient.

Principal: Mrs Susan Skinner
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Tuesday 12 February
Wednesday 13 February
School Banking
Year 3/4 Camp – all students to
arrive by 8.30am
Thursday 14 February
Canteen Open
Year 3/4 Camp
Friday 15 February
Canteen Open
Year 3/4 Camp – students
returning at approx. 3.15pm

Don’t forget to check
the Back Page …

Heydon Crescent, Evatt ACT 2617
Ph: (02) 6142 1640
 : info@evattps.act.edu.au

 : www.evattps.act.edu.au

BEFORE SCHOOL SUPERVISION
As mentioned previously, before school is planning and preparation time. Teachers are not expected to
have a duty of care before 8:40am. We do allow students into the building at 8:30am and provide minimal
supervision. Please do not drop your children off earlier than 8:30am. If you need to get to work earlier,
you can use the services of Our Place who provide before school care from 7:30am. From 8:40am there
is a teacher on duty on the playground. Admin staff do not have duty of care and therefore cannot be
expected to supervise your children. Please be respectful of this process. If you need further information,
please follow this link.
http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/326239/Playground_Supervision_updated.
pdf
NOTE DAY
We are continuing to use Wednesdays as note day. Please check your child’s bag on Wednesday for any
excursion notes. Our first whole school excursion is our swimming carnival at the Gungahlin Leisure
Centre on 8 March 2019.
STAFFING CHANGES
Sometimes unexpectedly, we need to employ new staff. I wish to congratulate Mr Price on winning an
executive teacher position at Fraser primary. I am sure you will agree with me that Mr Price is a highly
skilled professional and is most deserving of a promotion. Mr Price has worked with me for six years and
over that time he has been given leadership opportunities that have prepared him for this opportunity.
Please join with me in wishing him well. He will be sorely missed by staff and students alike.
Have a good weekend.

Susan Skinner

WERE YOUR CHILDREN’S SCHOOL
LUNCHBOXES LOOKING A LITTLE
LACKLUSTER BY THE END OF THE SCHOOL
YEAR?
There are so many different things to
consider when it comes to packing school
lunches that many of us find ourselves stuck
for ideas. But don’t be intimidated by
Pinterest images that suggest you need to
make a work of art out of every single lunch.
Here are three simple tips for nutritious and
healthier lunchboxes this school year.
https://hercanberra.com.au/cpactive/three-simple-tips-healthier-lunchboxes/

Evatt School Board Elections
Becoming a member of the Evatt School Board provides a great opportunity for you to participate in your
school. Board members learn all about the governance of schools, the way the ACT Education Directorate
operates, and participate in all policy and decision making, including the financial operations. The Board
is there to support the Principal in the overall running of the school. The meetings are informative and
enjoyable. Boards are requested to meet four times per year. The Department provides training for new
members and the meeting time is negotiated each year.
If you are keen to contribute to the governance of our terrific school, Nominations are now open. No prior
experience is necessary. There is 1 parent and citizen position becoming vacant.
A Nomination Form was sent home via email, or is available at:
http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/438896/20181218-Wk-10-E1-3-Generalschools-election-nomination-form.docx.pdf
For more information, contact the Assistant Returning Officer, Dani Castley, on 6142 1640 (during school
hours).

Skoolbag School App – Don’t Miss a Thing!
Please subscribe to our Skoolbag iPhone and Android App to help us
communicate more effectively with our parent and carer community.
To install it, just search for our school name 'Evatt Primary School' in
either the Apple App Store or Google Play Store. Alternatively, if you
google 'Evatt Primary School Skoolbag App', it will be listed in your
search. A link is also available on the school website.
The new SkoolBag Back to School Information Guide is available
now, featuring:
•
•
•
•

3 essential steps to get your app in shape for the new year
Best practises to increase parent engagement in 2019
Training Materials: The easiest way to get new staff up to
speed
New Features: What to try this term

5 Tips for back-to-school online safety
Information from the Office of the eSafety Commissioner
Tuesday 5 February was Safer Internet Day which is an annual, worldwide event to help encourage a
better internet. The beginning of the school year is a good time to review online safety and get ahead of
any issues that may arise. A recent blog post published by the Office of the eSafety Commissioner provides
parents and carers with 5 tips for back-to-school online safety: Sharent responsibility, being mindful of
sharing e.g. your child’s first day of school and other milestones; know the signs for cyberbullying; set
screen time limits; use tools such as parental controls and privacy and reporting tools; and stay engaged.
The Office of the eSafety Commissioner website is a great place to visit to keep pace with the latest in
online safety for children and young people all year round.

Traffic/Kiss & Collect /Drop Zone
I wanted to draw your urgent attention to the traffic arrangements for dropping and collecting your
children. The Kiss and Collect/Drop Zone is on Heydon Crescent, located along the front of the school,
between the carpark exit and bottom end of the fence line.

Library Exit

Please read the following important points:
1. You are NOT PERMITTED to turn right out of the school car park during the
school hours of 8.30 - 9.30am and 2.30 - 3.30pm.
2. Dropping off/Collecting children in the staff car park is not permitted for
safety reasons. If you need access to a disabled space, please bring your
disabled pass into the school for our records. We will be recording number
plates of cars parked.
3. The “kiss and drop/collect” zone will operate in the mornings and
afternoons.
4. In the mornings, students can be dropped in the zone, and enter through
the bottom gate (gates open at 8.40am) waiting in the barnyard area until
the bell.
5. In the afternoon’s students will assemble in the library, move out to the front of the school, and wait
until your car is in the Kiss and Collect zone. Students will be sent to the school side of the car. It is
expected that there will be a continuous flow of traffic.
6. You are not allowed to leave your car. You may park until your child appears. If your child does not
appear within 10 minutes, then you may park your car, and come to the school office to locate them.
7. There are a number of exits and paths to help reduce the flow of traffic on Heydon Crescent. There is
a path from McClure Street to the preschool gate to enable preschool parents to park in a less
congested area. An extra all-weather path has recently been installed, coming from McClure Street
to the top school gate.
8. Students in years 1/2 and 3/4 may exit the school via the gate and path that leads to Kevin Street,
near the multipurpose court. Year 5/6 students can walk across the back of the school (not via the
corridors) to the multipurpose, or bottom gate, or exit via the top gate. We encourage student to
not walk through the carpark or be collected there.
9. The only cars allowed in the car park are those that have a disabled sticker, staff, or those cars
belonging to volunteers working in the school.
10. If you need to come into the school, there is 15-minute parking outside the preschool, on Heydon
Crescent.
11. Senior members of staff will be on duty in the afternoons to manage the kiss and drop/collect zone.
These requirements are to reduce the likelihood of a serious incident at the start and end of the day. ACT
Policing and Roads ACT staff will be onsite at regular intervals throughout the term to assist in the smooth
operation of our “kiss and collect” zone.

Dear parents and carers
From Monday 11 February from 9:00a.m you can book interviews at times that suit
YOUR FAMILY BEST. Go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au, enter the school event
code relevant for your student, and then follow the three simple steps.
PLEASE NOTE: Kindergarten classes will be finalised Wednesday13 Feb to book
with the appropriate teacher. Please DO NOT make a Kindergarten booking until
after you have your teacher confirmed.

Interviews for Preschool → Year 6 held:

kptke

Monday 18 February to Thursday 22 February

When you click finish, your interview timetable will be emailed to you automatically check your junk mail folder if you do not receive your email immediately.
You can return to www.schoolinterviews.com.au at any time and change your
interviews - until bookings close on Friday 15 February.

For parents that don’t have access to the internet at home, at work, at a friend’s house or on their
phones, bookings will be assisted at the Front Office from Thursday 15 – Friday 23 June.
Interviews are strictly 10mins and spaces are limited. If you require more time, please contact your
child’s teacher directly to make alternative arrangements. Students in our Learning Support units will
not be having get to know you meetings as they will have an ILP meeting. ILP meetings are one hour
long and school staff will be in touch to organise an appropriate time.
Parents can change their interview bookings, any time prior to the closing date, by re-visiting the
www.schoolinterviews.com.au website and using the event code. Remember to use the same name
and email address you used when you made your original booking. Parents wishing to change their
interview times after the closing date should contact the school directly on: 6142 1640.
We would love to hear what you think about online booking. If you get time, click on the ‘contact us’
button on the www.schoolinterviews.com.au website and leave some feedback, anonymously if you
wish, but please include the school’s name and suburb.
PLEASE NOTE: Bookings close Friday 23 June at 1pm for all students.
Please make sure your booking is made prior to this time so teachers can adequately plan for the
interview the following week.

P&C – Change of Bank Details
Please note the change of bank details and update your payee list for online banking. Please make sure
you add a name and reference to each deposit or your payment may be missed.
Evatt School

BSB: 032 777

A/C: 001244

Evatt School P&C

BSB: 801 009

A/C: 100043522

Evatt School Canteen BSB: 801 009

A/C: 100043523

Please make sure when doing a direct transfer, that you select the right account for where payment is
due to go: School, P&C or Canteen. Each entity is a separate account.

Notes Due:
*PLEASE NOTE: Paper notes are sent home on Wednesdays. Copies can be accessed at the following links*

Canteen News and Menu 2018
http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/414175/Canteen_News_and_menu_term_1_2018.pdf ]
2019 Voluntary Contributions and Stationery Contribution

Years PS – 5

http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/390742/2019_Vol_Cons_and_Stationery.pdf
2019 Voluntary Contributions and Craft Contribution

2019 Preschool

http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/409061/2019_Vol_Cons_and_Craft_Supplies_-_preschool.pdf

Welcome BBQ – Evatt School P&C
The P&C would like to invite you to a Welcome BBQ on Tuesday 19 February from 5pm –
6pm. This is a lovely opportunity to meet people in our school community.
Following our Welcome BBQ, we will hold our Annual General Meeting at 6:15pm.
This is a fantastic opportunity to share your ideas for planning this year’s events &
fundraising. There is no pressure to take up one of the positions; we appreciate whatever
support you can provide.
Agenda
6:15pm
6:30pm
6:45pm

AGM (reports)
Nominations/Voting
Planning

At the AGM, all committee roles will be vacated and renominated. We must fill the roles
of president, treasurer and secretary in order for the P&C to run however there are many
other roles to fill. If you would like more information on what each role entails, please
email: evattpc+president@groupspaces.com
We would like to extend a huge THANK YOU to those that have filled our committee for
2018 as without your assistance many events and services provided by the P&C would
not continue.

P&C Welcome BBQ – Tuesday 19 February 2019, 5pm
PLESAE RETURN TO THE FRONT OFFICE FOR CATERING PURPOSES
Family name:___________________________________________
Adults attending X _________________ Children attending x ____________________
Please tick box for your preferred selection
Beef sausage
vegetarian sausage
gluten free sausage/bread
All sausages are provided on behalf of the P&C
Thank you, on behalf of the P&C

Italian classes for Kinder – Year 6
Saturdays during school terms, 3hr morning or afternoon sessions (9am-12pm, 1pm-4pm)
No prior knowledge of Italian needed to enrol, $60 per session
ENROLLING NOW FOR TERM 2
For more info contact 0404 698 269 primolearning@gmail.com www.primolearning.com.au
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SCHOOL PAYMENT DETAILS:
EFTPOS: Visit the front office in person, ring the front office and pay over the phone (Mastercard/Visa only).
Direct Transfer: Evatt Primary School Management Account, BSB: 032777, Account number: 001244, Reference field: ‘child/family
name’ & ‘excursion/payment name’
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