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Maths in the Classroom  
Over the last few decades, there has been much research into successful mathematical thinking. As a consequence the importance of developing mental computation strategies in students has remained a focus for primary schools. 

The ultimate goal is that students have instant recall of basic facts (single digit addition and multiplication), have developed flexible strategies for a wider range of mental calculations (most two- digit computations and simple fractions, decimals and percents) and turn to paper and pencil or a calculator for more complex computations.

Evatt Primary is following the Australian Curriculum in this approach to maths teaching and you may need some help with some of terms which are referred to in your child 's report.   

Subitise: The process of immediately recognising how many items are in a small group . This name comes from the Italian word subito which means “immediately” or “right now”.

The process of subitising can also be used with seeing parts in the whole. For example, if you look at the dot pattern for five, you become aware of seeing it as four and one, or three and two. Developing a rich knowledge of numbers helps children to understand how each number is made up of other numbers.

Near doubles:  using double facts for numbers that are almost doubles e.g. 6 +7 =13, 6+6 is 12 , so it is 1 more;   39 + 39 is  nearly 40 +40, take away 2.

Bridging to 10 or next decade: split number to the next decade, then add/ subtract e.g. 8+ 6 , 8 and 2 is 10, and 4 more is 14;  57+7, 57+3 is 60 and then add 4 .

These are just a few of the strategies that your child will learn at school. There is a wide range of mental computation strategies that we start in Kinder and continue to expand throughout the years. Try to give your child lots of practical opportunities for learning and using numbers when shopping, driving and playing games. 
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