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At times we hold parent workshops on supporting children’s reading development at home.  At Evatt School we firmly believe in the importance of a strong partnership between home and school as we work together to help students become proficient readers.  Some of the key tips are:

· Reading is all about gaining meaning from the text. Effective readers draw on different processes to help them make sense of what they read. Reading is more than just being able to decode the words on the page.
· In the same way that babies learn to walk at different ages, students will learn to read at different rates.
· The books that students bring home to read should generally be easy, as home reading should be about practising. Please don’t worry if you think the books are too easy as we use harder level books to teach reading strategies during class time. 
· Giving students an orientation to the book they are reading helps them to know what is coming, and allows them to make connections with what they may already know about that topic. 

· Sounding out is often not a useful strategy in the English language. The students are explicitly taught other strategies such as reading on and re-reading to help them tackle unfamiliar words. 
· Reading to your child in primary school is very valuable at all stages of reading development. Listening to stories above their own reading level exposes and prepares the child for the next stage. It increases vocabulary development and sentence structure, and broadens their experiences in literature.  It will help them in their predicting strategies when they come to read harder texts. Even independent readers benefit greatly from this. 
Ultimately, we want to foster a love of reading with all students. If possible, try to find a routine for home reading that is stress-free and enjoyable. Allowing students to choose books on topics they are interested in may also help encourage some reluctant readers. 
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