
 

 

In a caring environment, we will achieve our full potential. 

Evatt Eagle 

Heydon Crescent, Evatt ACT 2617 

Ph:   (02) 6142 1640   

 :  info@evattps.act.edu.au     :   www.evattps.act.edu.au 

Principal:   Mrs Susan Skinner 

From the Principal 
Welcome back! Term 2 has swung into action.  The students 
are really calm, settled and well and truly back in to their 
learning regimes. 

This is a busy term for students and staff.  Reports are being 
prepared ready to be given to you in the penultimate week of 
the semester. Teachers use the Australian Curriculum 
Achievement Standards to inform their decisions.  They use 
the exemplars provided by ACARA (Australian Curriculum and 
Reporting Authority) to 
moderate your child’s 
grading.  All teams 
moderate student work 
to ensure consistency. 

So if your child receives a “C” you can be confident that your child 
is achieving at the expected national standard.  Sometimes 
parents are discouraged by this grading, but it is a good thing 
because you are reassured that your child is working to the 
expected standard for all students across Australia. If your child 
receives an A or B it means that they are performing above the 
expected standard and if they receive a D or E it means they are 
not at the expected level for their age appropriate level. 
Interviews will be held as usual in week 10. The interview booking 
schedule will be on line and will be open later in the term.  

Every week, the Learning and Support team host a meeting 
where each teacher in rota, have an opportunity to discuss each 
of the students in their class.  This meeting provides an 
opportunity for teachers to flag their concerns and as that 
concern is shared, actions can be enacted to further support 
students. 

NAPLAN 

NAPLAN starts in week 3- students will complete the tests mostly 
on line. All tests, bar writing for year 3 will be completed on line. 
We are organised and have checked devices to ensure that all is 
ready to go. Just a reminder, that if your child is in years 3 or 5, 
then you can still withdraw them from the test up until the 
morning of the first test.  This is available to all students, but 
particularly those students who suffer anxiety. 

 

 

  

4 May 2018 

 
Saturday 5 May 
Working Bee:  8.30am – 12.30pm 
Uniform Shop:  10-11am 
 
Monday 7 May  
School Banking 
ACT Swimming Carnival 
Yr 1/2 Zoo Excursion 
 
Tuesday 8 May 
Mother’s Day Stall: 9.00-10.30am 
Reading Workshop:  9.10am and 
5.30pm 
ICAS Digital Technologies 
 
Wednesday 9 May 
P&C Meeting – 6pm 
 
Thursday 10 May 
Canteen Open 
Breakfast Club: 8.30am – 9.00am 
Mother’s Day Stall: 9.00-10.30am 
OZ Tag Clinics 
Mother’s Day Raffle:  tickets due 
 
Friday 11 May 
Canteen Open 
Assembly:  2.15pm – ANTs 
 

Don’t forget to check 

the Back Page …….. 

 

In the Eagle this week: 

 NAPLAN 

 Uniform 

 Teacher Working Hours 

 Parent Reading Workshops 

 Digital Learning  

 Sports News 

 Mother’s Day Stall 

 P&C News 

 The Biology of Plastics 

 School Banking 



 
 

UNIFORM 

As the weather gets cooler, could you please ensure that your child is wearing a navy blue fleece.  Can 
they also be named?  I delivered at least half a dozen jumpers to students earlier this week that were 
lying around the school - all were named! Good result for the kids and for parents!  

TEACHERS WORKING HOURS 

I read an article in the Sydney Morning Herald this week about a commentary on teachers working 
longer hours and have fewer holidays. Anyone who lives with a teacher or who is a teacher knows that 
on average teachers work more than 50 hours per week.  Primary teachers have 21.5 hours of face to 
face teaching per week; they are paid for a 36.75 hour week, and most teachers work much longer than 
that.  Many of our staff were in school anyway over the stand-down (which was difficult because we had 
no power) but a lot of work can and is done electronically at home.   

If you are interested in reading more about this issue, please see the article in the Canberra Times this 
week.  

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/national/act/teachers-need-our-support-not-

criticism-20180502-p4zcxk.html 

Have a good weekend – hoping to see many of you at the working bee tomorrow. 

Susan Skinner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information regarding the Student Accident/Incident Insurance within the Education Directorate can be 

found at: 

http://www.det.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/592363/Responding-to-Students-Accidents-

Incidents-Policy.pdf 

 

 

 

  

Student Accident / Incident Insurance 

Arrangements 

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/national/act/teachers-need-our-support-not-criticism-20180502-p4zcxk.html
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/national/act/teachers-need-our-support-not-criticism-20180502-p4zcxk.html
http://www.det.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/592363/Responding-to-Students-Accidents-Incidents-Policy.pdf
http://www.det.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/592363/Responding-to-Students-Accidents-Incidents-Policy.pdf


 
 

Notes Due:  
*PLEASE NOTE:  Paper notes are sent home on Wednesdays.  Copies can be accessed at the following links* 

BYOT Information Sheet 

http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/406821/letter_to_year_3_-_6_par_ents_re_BYOT.pdf  

2018 – Voluntary Contributions and Stationery Contribution K-6 

http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/409060/2018_Vol_Cons_and_Stationery.pdf  

Preschool – Voluntary Contributions and Arts and Craft Contribution 

http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/409061/2018_Vol_Cons_and_Craft_Supplies_-_preschool.pdf 

 

Canteen News and Menu 2018 

http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/414175/Canteen_News_and_menu_term_1_2018.p
df  

ICT Permission 

http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/416924/ICT_Permissions_note.pdf  

SeeSaw 

http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/416925/Seesaw_permission.pdf  

 

  

Reading Workshop 

http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/420154/parent_reading_workshop_note_2018.pdf 

Life Education        Due:  16 May 2018 

http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0014/422231/Life_Education_2018.pdf  

P&C Jumpers and Fleece order form     Due:  4 May 2018 

http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/420155/Jumpers_and_Fleece_orders_2018.pdf  

 

 

 

 

Ouy rea a geart raeder wtih godo sategreis bcuesae ouy can raed tihs.  Ltos fo kdis c'nat. 

We are offering a parent workshop to inform parents on how to support their child’s early reading 
development. As reading is a complicated skill, and many of us forget how we learnt to read, you might 
need some extra help or suggestions in how to best support your child in this area. If you are interested 
in finding out how to support your child with reading at home or you will be helping in the classroom 
and listening to other children read, please come along to our information session. On the agenda will 
be strategies that you can use to make reading easier and more enjoyable such as book orientation and 
prompting. We are always grateful for any offers of help in the classroom, especially for changing home 
readers and hearing children read, so if you are not currently involved this might be a good opportunity 
to start.  

When:  Tuesday 8 May 2018  
Time:  9:10am and 5:30pm (repeat) 
Where:  Library.  
Who:  Parents of Kindergarten students and early readers as well as any parents, carers, 

grandparents, community members who are interested in learning more about 
how they can support students reading in the classroom and at home.  

Link to note in Notes Due box 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Parent Reading Workshop 

http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/406821/letter_to_year_3_-_6_par_ents_re_BYOT.pdf
http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/409060/2018_Vol_Cons_and_Stationery.pdf
http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/409061/2018_Vol_Cons_and_Craft_Supplies_-_preschool.pdf
http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/414175/Canteen_News_and_menu_term_1_2018.pdf
http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/414175/Canteen_News_and_menu_term_1_2018.pdf
http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/416924/ICT_Permissions_note.pdf
http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/416925/Seesaw_permission.pdf
http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/420154/parent_reading_workshop_note_2018.pdf
http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0014/422231/Life_Education_2018.pdf
http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/420155/Jumpers_and_Fleece_orders_2018.pdf


 
 

 

 
Evatt School is committed to using technology and facilitating digital learning opportunities for our 
students, which are safe and secure. At Evatt, students and teachers from 3-6 are using Google Apps for 
Education (GAFE) to practise their communication and information gathering skills within a secure 
environment.  
 

 

GOOGLE APPS FOR EDUCATION (GAFE) 

GAFE is a cloud based system offering online productivity tools for classroom collaboration. GAFE 
provides students and teachers with unlimited cloud storage in Google Drive, Docs, Sheets, Slides and 
Drawings. GAFE also provides an online classroom platform for teachers to communicate with students 
and set collaborative tasks.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING NOW? 

In the 5/6 classrooms students are 
focused on word processing skills in 
order to write, edit and publish quality 
work. They are being taught and 
challenged to identify quality sources of 
information and develop appropriate 
research skills. 

 

PREPARING CHILDREN FOR WHAT’S AHEAD 



 
 

 

The 3/4 students are 
continuing to learn the basics 
of computer usage with a 
focus on being safe online and 
using the Chromebook as a 
tool for learning. 

 

 
The Climatologists are focusing on 
logging-on, searching safely to finding 
images and typing. The Mineralogists 
are learning how to research for their 
passion projects and are using the 
Read and Write tool to voice type 
their ideas.  

 

SAFE PRACTICE ONLINE 

At the forefront of our minds whilst teaching in an online environment is to ensure that our students 
have the skills and knowledge to stay safe online. Some key concepts we cover include: 
 

 'Cyberbullying' 

 'Being a good bystander' 

 'Making good choices online' 

 'Communicating online' 

 'Secret security business' (password safety) 
 
Technology is a tool for learning.  Just like a pair of scissors, we have to learn how to use it safely before 
we can do great things. 
 
If you would like to know more about this topic click on the links below: 
http://www.education.act.gov.au/teaching_and_learning/learn-anywhere-ict-for-students/keeping-
safe-online 
https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent 
 
Susan Hammond 
Technology Enthusiast 

  

http://www.education.act.gov.au/teaching_and_learning/learn-anywhere-ict-for-students/keeping-safe-online
http://www.education.act.gov.au/teaching_and_learning/learn-anywhere-ict-for-students/keeping-safe-online
https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent


 
 

 

Evatt School Cross Country Carnival 
The cross country carnival was held today.  We look forward to announcing the winning house and the 
first three placegetters at next week’s assembly. 

School Sport - ACT 12&U Swimming Championships 

Congratulations and good luck to Imogen, Harry, Ella and Isaac who will be representing the Belconnen 
Region at the ACT Swimming Carnival on Monday 7 May.   
 

School Sport - ACT Team Selections 

Congratulations to Jamie and Ben who have been selected to represent the Belconnen Region at the 
12&U ACT Rugby League Championships. 
 

School Sport - Sport Trials 

Please check the School Sport website (www.schoolsportact.asn.au) for information on the following 
trials. 
 

12&U Regional Girls Touch  
12&U Regional Boys Football (soccer) 
12&U ACT Boys Football (soccer) 
12&U ACT AFL 

12&U Regional Boys Touch 

12&U Regional Girls Netball 
12&U Regional AFL 

12&U Regional Boys Hockey 

12&U Regional Girls Hockey 

12&U ACT Rugby League 

12&U ACT Girls Hockey 

12&U ACT Boys Hockey 

 

Sports for Schools @ Coles 

Coles Sports for Schools is almost finished, there’s just one 
more thing for you to do. Please bring your vouchers to the 
school office and place them in the collection bin before 
Monday 7 May.  We will then package the vouchers and send 
them off to be counted.  Mrs Steward is looking forward to 
some new balls for Noodle Hockey. 
 

 
Jenelle Martin 
Physical Education Teacher 
Evatt School 

 

  

Sports News 

https://mail.ed.act.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=MsWD2xQvu8eiq0UicbTO8L7V4zD1sgUwdSTz6oqbW6u2C_VB15XUCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.schoolsportact.asn.au


 
 

 
 
Mother’s Day Stall 
The P&C will be running the Mother’s Day stall from 9.00 – 10:30am on Tuesday and Thursday in Week 
2, Term 2 – 8 and 10 May.  
 
To help make the stall a success, we would LOVE some donations. Some suggestions include: pens, 
notebooks, candles, body products, vouchers, photo frames, mugs……. or anything else you can think of. 
Please bring your donations to school and place them in the boxes provided in each classroom. 
 
If you are able to help run the stalls, please contact Tracy Hitchins on tracyhitchins@gmail.com or ring 
the school and leave a message regarding your availability.  
Many thanks  
 
Events and dates to note 

 CSIRO planting day - must register as limited spaces 
https://events.csiro.au/Events/2018/March/28/Ginninderra-Community-Planting-Days-2018 
 

 The Uniform Shop will be open during the Working Bee this Saturday 10-11am (in front office area). 
cash only  

 

 P&C Meeting – Wednesday 9 May – 6pm 
 

 Trivia Night - Save the date - Friday 22 June 
 
 
Expressions of Interest  
We are thinking of including a Farmers Market at our Fete this year. We would like to ask for 
expressions of interest from families and community members who grow their own produce at home 
and would be interested in donating their home grown goods to be sold at the fete on 4 November.   
 

  

Evatt School P&C 

mailto:tracyhitchins@gmail.com
https://events.csiro.au/Events/2018/March/28/Ginninderra-Community-Planting-Days-2018


 
 

The Biology of Plastics 
“One word; Just one word, are you listening? The future is plastics.” So goes the famous quote (The 
Graduate, 1967). In ’67 the future was plastic. Today plastics are everywhere around us. I mean everywhere. 
Everything is sealed, packaged, or encased in a plastic of some variety. Even our takeaway coffee cups have a 
plastic lining, in order to prevent leakage. Single use syringes, single serve sandwiches, shopping bags and 
space flight all owe their existence to sterile, stretchable, mouldable plastics. They are designed to be used 
once and thrown away. BUT: Have you ever asked yourself what happens once the plastic hits the garbage?  

Most plastic becomes landfill as it is a non-redeemable resource. Even the so called ‘compostable’ cutlery is 
not actually compostable. Sure, they ‘degrade’ into smaller particles, but do they actually contain any 
substances that actually decompose into a food source for microbes, fungi, or plants? Not … likely. I think 
about this every time I dispose of my rubbish: how much of it is actually recyclable?  

Due to a lot of home landscaping projects and one craft-crazy five-year-old, very little cardboard actually 
makes it into the bin in our house. It is used to ‘sheet mulch’ the weeds, balance the carbon content of the 
compost, or is lost in a mess of sticky-tape and paint.  

Metal items of suitable size have always been prized by scrapyards. Metals are easy to bend, break, weld, 
melt, and mould into new forms. The components are easily reclaimed. Glass, to a lesser extent, can also be 
melted down and re-used. Pyrex and laboratory glassware have been specially treated to resist heating or 
chemical attack. This makes them unsuitable for recycling, but the inert nature of glass makes it a great 
substitute for artificial stones, and sand filters. It behaves like rock when eroded by wind and water, and 
indeed, there are beaches made almost entirely of glass ‘stones’. If crushed, it can mimic sand, which is a 
primary component of glass. Sand is not easy to digest, and does not mimic any common food source. Hence, 
fish are unlikely to ingest toxic amounts of sand. Rather, it is spat out once food particles have been removed. 
If glass goes to landfill it doesn’t do a lot except take up space and weight, unlike plastic.  

There are few places in my house where I can suitably re-purpose plastic containers and wrappings. There 
are only so many mini plastic greenhouses I can build from old fruit containers. The more concerning 
problem with plastics is the way in which they degrade. Degradable plastic objects breakdown into smaller 
and smaller particles until they become what are known as ‘microplastics.’ Microplastics are minute plastic 
particles which can be transported by ground runoff or rain, and end up in reservoirs, harbours and other 
water storage areas. It can also settle in soil or other agricultural land. They are transported through the 
food chain when ingested by livestock and wildlife. The whole system is poisoned just as if you had used a 
cheese grater to scrape an empty water bottle into a feed trough. Unlike the glass, microplastics are toxic as 
they are swallowed and interfere with biochemical processes.  

As a result, plastic is not compostable, regardless of what the take away chains tell you. Only things that had 
once been living and are now dead, are truly compostable. So wooden cutlery, paper plates and chicken 
carcasses are all compostable. Plastic forks and coffee cups are not. Plastic will be this generation’s legacy to 
the next. Just like cancer from smoking and lead paint was left to us from the baby-boomers. Plastic 
pollution is everywhere – even in the middle of the Pacific Ocean. 75% of rubbish on Australian beaches is 
from plastic containers (Tangaroa Blue Foundation, 2018). So what is to be done? Education, as always, holds 
the key.   

Kids aren’t stupid. Mine teach me that every day. They are also information sponges: they see all, they hear 
all. This generation are more informed than any before them. They know about the environment and how it 
has been changed by human behaviour. They know that seagulls are strangled by plastic tags and that turtles 
choke and drown on plastic bags. Studies show that what’s taught and accepted in the home will be 
incorporated into adult behaviours. This is how culture develops. So if we can create a culture of reduced 
plastic use, then perhaps we can repair the mistakes of the past and create a ‘greener’ future. It all starts at 
home.  

I am interested to hear what others think, and, more importantly, if you have any ideas for how Evatt could 
reduce its use of plastic? I’m sure the Board are more than willing to hear any reasonable and economically 
feasible ideas. The Eagle is an ideal sounding board for ideas and don’t forget the school and P&C also have 
their own Facebook sites. (ZE) 



 
 

 

Give Mum an Entertainment Membership this Mother’s Day 

and she can enjoy more than 12 months of valuable dining, 

shopping and travel offers! Buy from us today and you’ll also 

be supporting our School. Hurry, they’re selling fast! 

BUY FROM US NOW.   

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/23e967  

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/23e967


 
 

School Banking News 
School Banking continues in Term 2 with 2 new 
rewards available to redeem: 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have 10 or more tokens please choose a reward and return your reward 
selection with your bank book on banking day.  If you are unsure how many tokens 
you have pop us a note and we will let you know. 
The following rewards are also still available to redeem while stocks last: 

 

School Bankers still have time to complete 15 deposits and make it into the draw 
for the National School Banking competition. 

 

  

More information on School Banking can be found at www. commbank.com.au/school-

banking   or contact Jo Whatman on 0475821274. 



 
 

 

   

Community News 

This Sunday, is our first Family 

Meet Up. 

Come along to Boundless 

Playground this Sunday and 

look for the Epilepsy ACT sign 

and Purple Balloons.  This is 

your chance to meet other 

families who have a child with 

Epilepsy.  Let the kids know 

they are not alone and meet 

others in a similar situation. 

 

Share stories, tips & ideas and 

let the kids have some fun. 

Please BYO your own lunch, 

however Epilepsy ACT will 

provide some drinks and Fruit. 

 

Here are the details you need: 

Family Meet Up 

Sunday 6 May 2018 

12noon to 2pm 

Boundless Playground, 

Wendouree Dr, Parkes 

 

It would be great if you could 

let us know you are coming 

but not essential. Open to 

everyone and please feel free 

to share with your networks. 

 

Fiona and Ali from Epilepsy 

ACT are looking forward to 

meeting you. 

https://epilepsyact.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cec9b12721f7e72f508560903&id=12d46c195a&e=83ecfd9e4a
mailto:epilepsy@epilepsyact.org.au?subject=We're%20coming%20to%20the%20Family%20Meet%20Up&body=Hi%20Epilepsy%20ACT%2C%0AWe%20would%20love%20to%20come%20to%20the%20Family%20Meet%20Up%20on%20Sunday.%20%20%0A
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……… the Back Page 

SCHOOL PAYMENT DETAILS:  

EFTPOS:  Visit the front office in person, ring the front office and pay over the phone (Mastercard/Visa only). 
Direct Transfer: Evatt Primary School Management Account, BSB:  032777, Account number:  001244, Reference 
field: ‘child/family name’ & ‘excursion/payment name’ 

Term 2 – 2018 

Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

2 

7 
School Banking 
ACT Swimming 
Carnival 
Yr 1/2 Zoo Excursion 

8 
Mother’s Day Stall 
Reading Workshop:  
9.10am and 5.30pm 
ICAS – Digital 
Technologies 

9 
P&C Meeting – 6pm 

10 
Canteen Open 
Breakfast Club 8.30am-
9.00am 
Mother’s Day Stall 
Oz Tag Clinics 
Mother’s Day Raffle: 
tickets due 

11 
Canteen Open 
Assembly: 2.15pm - ANTs 

3 

14 
School Banking 

 

15 
NAPLAN 

16 17 
 
Canteen Open 
Breakfast Club 8.30am-
9.00am 
Oz Tag Clinics 

18 
 
Canteen Open 
Life Education 

4 

21 
School Banking 

 

22 23 24 
Canteen Open 
Breakfast Club 8.30am-
9.00am 

Oz Tag Clinics 

25 
Canteen Open 
Life Education 
Assembly: 2.15pm  
– Yr 3/4  

5 

28 
Reconciliation Day 

29 
School Banking 
Preschool  Excursion 
ICAS - Science 

30 
Hats Off Day! 

31 
Canteen Open 
Breakfast Club 8.30am-
9.00am 
Preschool Excursion 
Belconnen Zone X-country 

1 June 
Canteen Open 
NAIDOC incursion 

 

6 
4 
School Banking 

Netball Clinics 

5 6 7 
Canteen Open 
Breakfast Club 8.30am-
9.00am 

8 
Canteen Open 
Assembly: 2.15pm –  
Yr 5/6 

7 
11 
Queen’s Birthday 
 

12 
Kinder Health Checks 

13 
ACT X-country 
Kinder Health 
Checks 

14 
Canteen Open 
Breakfast Club 8.30am-
9.00am 

15 
Canteen Open 
Beautiful Minds: Yr 3-6 

8 

18 
School Banking 

Netball Clinics 

19 20 21 
Canteen Open 
Breakfast Club 8.30am-
9.00am 

22 
Canteen Open 
Assembly: 2.15pm – 1/2FT 
and 1/2KD 
Trivia Night  

9 
25 
School Banking 

Netball Clinics 

26 
Kenny Koala – Year 
3/4 

27 
Kenny Koala - 
Kindergarten 

28 
Canteen Open 
Breakfast Club 8.30am-
9.00am 

29 
Canteen Open 
Assembly: 2.15pm - 
Kinder 

10 

July 2 
School Banking 

Netball Clinics 

3 
Parent/Teacher 
Interviews 
Japanese Day 
 

4 5 
 
Canteen Open 
Breakfast Club 8.30am-
9.00am 

6 
 
Canteen Closed 
T&F Carnival 

Term 3 – 2018 

Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1 
July 23 
School Banking 

 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
Canteen Open 
Breakfast Club 8.30am-
9.00am 

27 

Canteen Open 

 


