
 

 

In a caring environment, we will achieve our full potential. 

The Eagle 

Heydon Crescent, Evatt ACT 2617 

Ph:   (02) 6205 5999  Fax: (02)6205 5995 

 :  info@evattps.act.edu.au     :   www.evattps.act.edu.au 

Principal:   Mrs Susan Skinner 

Board Chair:  Adam McEvoy 

P&C Chair:  Christine Trull 

“We wish to acknowledge the Ngunnawal people as the traditional owners and custodians of this land” 

25 July 2014 
Saturday 26 July 

Bunnings BBQ  
 

Monday 28 July 
School Banking 
Canteen Open 
First Aid – K-2 
 

Tuesday 29 July 
ICAS English Test 
 

Wednesday 30 July 
Preschool Excursion – CMAG – note due 
P&C Meeting 
 
Thursday 31 July 
Breakfast Club – 8.30-9.00am 
Canteen Open 
 

Friday 1 August 
Preschool Excursion - CMAG 
 

Dates for the diary 
Jamie Pearlman Cup 5/6 Boys Basketball – 7 Aug 
Australian Maths Competition – 7 August 
J Pearlman Cup 3/4Boys Note Due – 8 August 
Sue Geh Cup 3/4 Girls Note Due – 8 August 
ICAS Maths Test – 12 August 
Sue Geh Cup 5/6 Girls Basketball – 20 Aug 
Musica Viva – 21 August 
J Pearlman Cup 3/4Boys Basketball – 3 Sept 
Sue Geh Cup 3/4 Girls Basketball – 3 Sept 
 

….. don’t forget to check  the Back Page 

 

From the Principal 
100 STORIES 
Firstly this week I want you to 
join with me to celebrate the 
enormous contribution that 
Deb Bissell makes to our 
school.  She was honoured at 
the 100 Stories reception at 
the Portrait Gallery officially 
opened by Minister Burch. We 
toast Deb and thank you for 
her contribution to students 
and staff. 
 
ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 
What a beautiful day we had 
on Tuesday at Cook oval. The 
weather was perfect- our 
students were sporting in their 
attitude, tried their best and 
were excited by their 
achievements.  The day ended 
with a very exciting tug – of –
war competition.  All I can say 
is that staff showed their 
muscle! 
 
COMMUNICATION CHANNELS 
I would just like to remind all parents and carers that as a school, we pride ourselves on our 
communication.  We advertise events in the school calendar, we send individual notes home, all notes are 
on the website and we use the App.  I sent a message on the app to remind parents about deadlines.  As I 
have explained before, we run a business as well as educating your child/ren.  We have to confirm bus 
numbers and pay for what we order.  The planning and preparation that goes into running an event so 
smoothly takes months.  This includes First Aid equipment, numbers for each event, making sure we have 
enough buses but more importantly timing the carnival so that we start and finish the carnival within a 
specified time.  For the athletics carnival this week, the buses left at 9:15am. So, imagine the chaos if even 
15% of parents decided to hand notes in and pay at the last minute? Buses would not have left on time, 
the timings of all events, would have been delayed and everyone would have been disadvantaged.  I know 
lives are busy, but we do give you plenty of notice for these major events in our school calendar- please 
supports us by returning permission notes and payment promptly. 



 

 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 
Congratulations to Toby Balshaw who has been selected for the team for ACT AustTag, playing for the ACT 
in Coffs Harbour in October.  We wish him the best.   
 
TERM THREE 
With this last comment in mind, please read this term’s calendar (check the Back Page).  It is a very very 
busy term.  We have a Musica Viva show, Jump Rope for Heart, Learning Journey, Spring Fair, Limelight and 
Book Week.  Please discuss these events with your children and look at how you as a family can organise 
yourselves to be prepared for these events. We aim to educate the whole child and all of these events on 
our calendar aim to offer something for every child to be especially excited about.  

Susan  
 

 

 

Early in the year, there were changes to the road rules around the pedestrian 
crossing and school car park.  It is frustrating that people are not following the 
rules. The pedestrian crossing is close to the exit of the car park.  To keep our 
children safe, it is essential that cars exiting the car park obey the sign, and 
only turn left during the stated times.  Turning right during these times is 
dangerous for those on the crossing, and causes traffic chaos.   Please be 
aware, the failure of some parents to follow the rules, has been reported to 
both Urban Services, and the police.  Patrols will be randomly targeting our 
school, to ensure everyone is doing their best to keep our children safe. 

 

 

Bintu – The Young Frankensteins 
You are taking more responsibility for your learning, especially in Maths groups.  It is wonderful that you 
are trying so hard and asking if you need help.  This is what learning is all about.  Congratulations and keep 
it up for Semester 2.   
Marcel - The Young Frankensteins 
The work you have done to improve your writing this semester has been impressive.  It has been 
wonderful to see you organising your ideas into sentences and paragraphs more often.  You are start to 
show off your clever vocabulary too.  Well done and keep it up in Semester 2.   
PJ  - The Great Gatsby’s 
PJ, ‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid’ has Greg and ‘The Great Gatsby’ has you.  Like Greg, you have made tremendous 
progress with your multiplication facts and are well on the way to knowing your multiplication and division 
facts to 10 x 10 before the end of the year.  You skip count using number patterns and also use strategies 
and tricks to help you recall your multiplication facts quicker.  Keep up the huge effort.   
Telia - The Great Gatsby’s 
Telia, recently in our Guided Reading Group we read the story ‘Who’s 
the Alien’.  I was so impressed with the way you helped the rest of the 
group reconstruct sentences by continually re-reading and using 
meaning to put sentences back together.  You shared your 
understanding of the book and showed where the text supports your 
thinking.  Keep up the great work Telia.   
 

TRAFFIC 
 

FLYING HIGHS 



 

Live performance by ‘Makukuhan’ at Evatt School 

 
As part of our Evatt Arts program in line with the National Curriculum, Makukuhan, a mini gamelan orchestra  is 
coming to our school on Thursday 21st August 2014.  
 
The performance combines traditional masked dance and instruments providing a perfect window into the exotic 
music of our northern neighbours. The musicians explore a number of styles from Bali and Java, with a focus on 
melodic percussion and rhythm which brings the distinctive and stirring Indonesian sound to life.  

The children have been engrossed in learning about and testing the percussion instruments available at Evatt in 
eager anticipation of the performance.  

There will be an interactive performance on Thursday 21st August from 9.15 – 10.15 am. Permission notes and 
payment are due back by  Thursday 14th August 2014.  
 
 
 

 

From the  ACT Council of P&C Associations 
$190 million extra for our schools? 

Last year the ACT and Australian Governments signed a $190 million joint agreement for six years of extra funding 
for ACT schools following the recommendations of the Gonski review. 
This extra funding is now making a difference in our schools. It means more teachers and more resources. 
However, the Federal Government has now announced that it will not fund the final two years of this agreement, 
the crucial years where two-thirds of the funds are to be delivered. 
Not having this funding will make it harder for ACT schools to implement their plans for improving our schools. Those 
plans include: 
• Reducing class sizes 
• Expanding literacy and numeracy programs 
• Increasing the individual attention and support for students at risk 
• Providing greater assistance to students with disabilities or special needs. 
Please help us tell the Australian Government that we want our children to have all the resources they need for a 
high quality education. Visit www.igiveagonski.com.au to find out more about the issue and to add your voice to the 
call for needs-based funding across Australia. 
 

Bunnings BBQ 
Evatt has a BBQ at Bunnings for Saturday 26 July. Your assistance in manning this BBQ is much appreciated. A roster 
has been posted on the white board in the foyer or can be accessed online at: 
Go to http://sites.google.com/site/evattrosters. Sign in to Google using these details to get to the web page: email 
address: evattpc@gmail.com, password: pandcroster. Thanks as always, Christine (P&C President)  
  

MUSICA VIVA 

P&C NEWS 

http://sites.google.com/site/evattrosters
mailto:evattpc@gmail.com


 

 
Welcome back to Term 3! Evatt School Canteen would like to thank all families for their support so far this year, 
either through buying food from us, supporting our fundraising or volunteering to help with preparation and food 
service. It is very much appreciated! 
 
If you don't already know, the members of the P and C run the canteen and we employ Tracy Hitchins as our 
manager. Tracy works above and beyond for the children of Evatt and on behalf of the whole school we say thank 
you. Our menu is designed to offer food that is freshly prepared on site, so that our kids get healthier choices to eat. 
Everything, from the lasagne to the chicken nuggets is made from scratch in the canteen. We are always on the 
lookout for new menu suggestions and welcome parents contributing ideas. The canteen committee meets about 
twice a term and if you would like to be included on the email list to be invited to meetings then please let us know.  
 
Currently the canteen is in need of some more parent volunteers who could offer a couple of hours once per term 
on a Friday to help Tracy prepare the lunch orders. We do have some lovely parents who already volunteer and we 
are very grateful to those people for all their help and hope it continues, but if we had more people involved then 
that would enable Tracy to have a helper every Friday. At the moment Fridays are the busiest day in the canteen and 
we need a volunteer every week. Tracy's own mother currently comes in most Fridays to help, as there aren't 
enough parents volunteering.  
 
We are asking for 2 helpers from each unit group to volunteer starting in week 2 of Term 3. Tracy would love your 
help between 11am and 1pm on Friday. Below are the weeks that your unit group is being asked to contribute a 
volunteer for. We need one volunteer on each week. 
 
Kindergarten: Week 2 and week 6 
Year 1/2: Week 3 and week 7 
Year 3/4: Week 4 and week 8 
Year 5/6: Week 5 and week 9 
 
All we need is 8 volunteers from the whole school and we would have most of the term covered on a Friday. More 
people than that would be lovely and very much appreciated but Fridays are the critical day where help is needed 
most. All volunteers need a Working with Vulnerable People card which are very easily obtained. Contact the front 
office for more information. 
 
If you can volunteer there is a roster outside the canteen for you to put your name on or alternatively you can 
contact Tracy Hitchins on 0412354940 
 
By helping the school canteen you are ensuring that the service can remain open and available to the Evatt School 
community. Remember that everyone that volunteers is entitled to a $6.00 lunch order for one child in his or her 
family! 
 
Thank you in advance for your help and support this term. 
 
From  
The P and C Canteen Committee 
 

 
 
  

CANTEEN HELP NEEDED 



 

 

We would like to welcome you to join our playgroup. If you have young children and would like to meet 
and mix with others, then this is the place for you. 
When? Mondays from week 2 to 9 

Time? 9.15 - 10.45 approx. 
Please bring drinks and snacks for your child. 
We hope to see you next Monday. If you know anyone that may be interested that may not receive the 
Evatt newsletter, please pass on the invitation to them. 
Kind regards, 
Tina Wilson 
 
 

  

 
Why are we doing Talk Homework? 
Spoken language lies at the heart of communication and without it there would be no books and no writing. One of the best 
ways for children to improve their work at school is for them to become confident and articulate speakers. 
We believe that your involvement in your child’s learning is crucial and that you can make a real difference to the progress your 
child makes.  The aim is to get children sharing ideas with their families and developing their vocabulary and imagination. 
Please help your child to discuss the topic they have been given and particularly focus on why they think that. It is vital for 
children to try to talk in full sentences and to use words such as 'because'. 
Please discuss the topic at home and let the children know your input towards their response. 
Here are some simple guidelines for how to do it: 
• Set aside some time for ‘Talk Homework’. 
• Encourage as many family members as possible to be home on Talk Homework evening and consider discussing the topic while 
having a meal together. Other options could be to chat as you are driving along in the car, waiting for a sibling to complete a 
training session and more… 
• Don't just give your opinion, use the 'because' word to explain why you think that. 
• Give the possible opinions of two contrasting family members who are not present for the talk and use the 'because' word to 
explain why they may be different. 
• Ask others to give their opinions and to use the 'because' word. 
• Ask your child his/her opinion and ask them to use the 'because' word. 
• You could link the topic back to something you remember. 
We hope you will enjoy joining in with this aspect of your child's learning. 

  
Talk Homework Topics for Week 2 
Kindergarten - How humans move 
Year 1 and 2 - Recount - Where have you been in Australia? What has been your favourite place in Australia? 
Year 3 and 4 - NAIDOC week 
Year 5 and 6 - Fire, friend or foe? 

  
Tina Wilson 
Literacy Coordinator 

  

  

EVATT PLAYGROUP 

TALK HOMEWORK 



 

 

On Wednesdays, we are encouraging students and staff to be waste free (reuse, compost or recycle) 
for a whole day in order to reduce our school’s amount of waste. Students and staff will be encouraged 
to bring a waste free lunch every Wednesday. Our school participation will ultimately save the school 
money, time, and energy as well as save the environment by reducing the amount of waste sent to the 
landfill and resources made for our consumption. So, remember to bring lunchboxes with no plastic 
paper or foil and no prepackaged foods next Wednesday.  
Tina Wilson 
 
 

 
 

 
The beginning of Term 3 is Hats ON Again for all of us!  
  
In Canberra average daily UV levels reach 3 and above for part or most of every day between August and 
May. When UV levels reach 3 and above, Cancer Council recommends sun protection to reduce the 
potential risk of skin damage which lays the ground work for skin cancer later in life, including deadly 
melanoma.   
 
Did you know that skin thickness shows a gradual increase from birth to adulthood. Plus children tend to 
spend more time being active outdoors, whilst this is a good thing, it is important that sensible sun 
protection is also adopted, when UV levels are strong enough to cause damage. 
 
 
From now through to the end of May sun protection will be required for any outdoor activity while at 
school.   Hats are available at the front office for $9, or can be purchased elsewhere.  Please ensure hats 
are sunsafe, with a broad brim.  Baseball caps are not suitable.  Please ensure your childs name is clearly 
marked inside the hat. 
 
 
 

 

 

  

WASTE FREE WEDNESDAYS 

http://actcancer.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3dac483714224118c366c26ab&id=2cdaa0e007&e=f6f5c720ba


 

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED IN JANUARY 2015 

EXPERIENCE ANOTHER CULTURE, MAKE NEW FRIENDS  

IMPROVE YOUR LANGUAGE STUDIES AT HOME   

In January 2015 we will be receiving exchange students from Europe (Germany, Italy, 
Denmark, Finland and France), South America (Argentina) and Japan.  Our new arrivals 

will live with a host family and attend a local school for 2 or 10 months. As we plan for their 

arrival, we are keen to hear from suitable families who might be interested to host a student.  
Host families come in all shapes and sizes, backgrounds and ages. To this end, we would 
again be grateful if you would place a notice in your newsletter/bulletin or mention it on your website. You can 
download the newsletter notice here in Word format or as a PDF.  
 
All students have at least basic levels of English, would attend a school in your local area and live the life of a local. 
Our group of students cover a wide variety of interests and hobbies. If you would like to provide your students, parents 
or language teachers with further information on our inbound students you can also view some student profiles on our 
website. Our staff members will be happy to discuss which student might be best suited to a family.    
Hosting an exchange student can be a truly rewarding experience. It allows a family to experience a foreign culture 
first hand, be exposed to a new language and pass on a bit of our own culture. They might even make a friend for life! 

“It’s been a fantastic experience so far...It’s been great having an older brother for our young kids. Simon has 
been a fantastic role model...Simon helps around the house a lot. One of the first things he said to us during the 
first couple of days he was here was what should my chores be? I was delighted to hear him say 
that.”    Victoria, Host Mum 
"Hosting Kirstine has brought our family closer together. We’re doing things we used to do when our kids were 
little, like boiling the billy, having a BBQ and baking apples up the paddock. She’s helped us remember how to 
have fun when we’re working and take time out for adventures.” Sharon, Host Mum  
"Being the youngest and the only one left at home I was looking forward to having another teenager in the 
house. While Charlotte helps me with my French I help her with her English lessons and I have taught her 
many Aussie words and sayings. We both love to shop and shop and shop..." Grace, Host Sister 

Student Exchange Australia New Zealand is a not-for-profit secondary exchange organisation which is registered with 
education & regulatory authorities in each State and Territory. You can find out more about our organisation by visiting 
www.studentexchange.org.au.   
If you have any questions about hosting an exchange student or would like to view profiles of students arriving from 

other countries, you can either respond to this email or call our office on 1300 135 331. No obligation. 

 

 

UNIFORMS ONLINE 
 
Evatt Public School Uniform can now be ordered online at Lowes. This is an exciting addition to the service that 
Lowes currently provides to your school. Please go online and see what your website looks like. Any feedback (good 
or bad) will be appreciated. 
 
I have also included a link below, that you can add to your school website/homepage, that will take you direct to your 
own online webpage @ Lowes… 
 
‘School Uniforms are now available through your local Lowes store or Online by clicking the link below’ 
http://www.lowes.com.au/CampusCategories.aspx?depid=454 
 
Also, please find attached two Ads that can be displayed on your website or attached to your School Newsletter, 
offering a Discount on a customers’ first internet order. 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

http://manage.sendandreceive.com.au/ch/8216/2dwq4y5/2079067/da5a6yjp.docx
http://manage.sendandreceive.com.au/ch/8216/2dwq4y5/2071190/da5a6s7zv.pdf
http://manage.sendandreceive.com.au/ch/8216/2dwq4y5/1936295/da5a6t0b9.html
http://manage.sendandreceive.com.au/ch/8216/2dwq4y5/103806/da5a615mn8.html
http://www.lowes.com.au/CampusCategories.aspx?depid=454


 

  Adventure + Life Skills = SCOUTS! 

 

Scouting is for boys and girls aged 6-

25. Scouts participate in programs that 

encourage them to grow through 

adventure by experiencing new 

challenges, making new friends, 

building confidence, taking 

responsibility for themselves, and being 

provided with opportunities to explore 

their own abilities and interests. Come 

and try Scouts today, and take 

advantage of our 3 week FREE trial. 

Visit scoutsact.com.au to find your 

closest Scout Group or call 1800 

SCOUTS 
 



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Term 3  2014 

Week 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1 21 July 
First day of Term 3 
NAIDOC Week 
Performance 

22 
Athletics Carnival 

23 
Preschool Excursion – 
CMAG – 10am-2.30pm 
 

24 

Portrait collection 2:30-
5:30pm (one day only) 
 

25 
Bunnings BBQ 
tomorrow Sat 26 July 

2 28 
First Aid 
Kindy 9.05-9.50am 
Yr 1/2 9.50-10.35am 

29 
ICAS English Test 

30 
P&C Meeting 6.30pm 
Preschool Excur – CMAG 
– note due 

31 August 1 

Assembly hosted by 
Blazing Saddles 
Preschool Excursion – 
CMAG – 10am-2.30pm 

3 4 5 6 7 
Australian Maths 
Competition 
Yr 5/6 boys Basketball 
Comp 

8 
Assembly hosted by The 
Benji’s 

4 11 
K/1/2 Swimming this 
week    

12 
ICAS Maths Test 

13 
Gateway Jnr Maths 

14 
Gateway Snr History 
Belconnen Athletics 
Musica Viva Performance 
– note due 

15 
Assembly hosted by 
Environment Centre 

5 18 
K/1/2 Swimming this 
week    

19 20 
Yr 5/6 Girls Basketball 
Comp 

21 
Musica Viva 9.15-10.15am 

22 
Assembly hosted by The 
Beatles 
Book Week Dress Up 

6 25 26 27 28 
Yr 5 Combined Band 

29 
Assembly hosted by 
Great Gatsby 
Jump Rose for Heart 
Launch 

7 September 

1 

2 3 
Yr 3/4 Boys Basketball 
Comp 
Yr 3/4 Girls Basketball 
Comp 

4 
Constable Kenny Yr 1/2  
9-10am 

5 
Assembly hosted by 
Queen 5/6 
Spring Fair 

8 8 9 10 
Jump Rope – Yrs 3-6 @ 
12pm 

11 12 
SRC Talent Quest 

9 15 16 17 18 
Learning Journey 

19 
Assembly hosted by 
Kinder – Herbies 

10 22 23 24 25 26 
Jump Rope for Heart 

SCHOOL PAYMENT DETAILS:  
EFTPOS:  Visit the front office in person, fill in a Credit Card Authority or ring the front office and pay over the phone 
(Mastercard/Visa only). 
Direct Transfer: Evatt Primary School Management Account, BSB:  032777, Account number:  001244, Reference 

field: “child/family name” & “excursion/payment name” 

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS.  The contribution has been set at: $100.00, for one child, $180.00 for two children, 

$240.00 for three or more children. 

 

The Back Page ……  


