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Monday 27 April 
ACT Public Schools Holiday 
 

Tuesday 28 April 
Canteen closed 
First day – Term 2 
ANZAC Day Assembly – 10am 
 

Wednesday 29 April 
 

Thursday 30 April 
 

Friday 1 May 2015  
Scholastic Book Club Issue #3 – due 
 

….. don’t forget to check the  

Back Page 

Please be advised that due to ANZAC Day (25 April) 

falling on a Saturday, Term 2 2015 will commence 

for all ACT Public Schools  

on Tuesday 28 April. 

Action Buses will be operating a Saturday timetable 

on Monday 27 April.  
Our Place OSHC will open on Monday 27 April from 7.30am-6pm (the ACT 
public school holiday) if people need care for their children.  Places are 
limited. Please contact Our Place Jerra on 0430 465 437, or email 
info@ourplacejerra.com.au   
 
Our Place will also be operating a 
school holiday program in the 
holidays.  Ph: 0430 465 437, or 
enquire at the front office for further 
information. 
 

From the Executive Teacher
 

Revolution?  How often have you as parents, have we as teachers - or have we all as learners - heard the 
phrase ‘education revolution’. How often have we believed it and more importantly how often has it 
happened? 
 
The problem with the concept of an ‘education revolution’ is that it assumes peoples’ ideas, perceptions, 
beliefs, worldviews and ways of interacting with the world can change dramatically and permanently. In 
rare cases this may be true - but only when there is an overwhelming social movement to back that 
change. 
 
The internet - an overwhelming social movement. Do you remember a world without the internet? 
Probably yes...but do your children? Scary? Even scarier is that we are getting children through our doors 
that don’t know a world without high-speed internet and Wi-Fi. Children who don’t know a world without 
connectivity between a range of devices, and connection between people from all over the world. 
 
So when we hear the phrase ‘education revolution’ we assume that something is coming along to make an 
immediate and permanent change (hopefully for the better) to education. As a school, Evatt is increasingly 
and explicitly using data to drive decision making at all levels. The more we work with data the clearer it 
becomes that for change to happen it needs to be based on solid evidence - not just a new idea. 
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The truth is that education rarely undergoes a revolution; rather it is constantly in a state of evolution. 
Changes happen slowly - unless there is a catalyst. 
 
In 1985 computers hit mainstream - that was 30 years ago. In 1995 the World Wide Web went mainstream 
- 20 years ago. In 2005 the ‘internet’ burst onto the scene and the world connected and shrank like never 
before - 10 years ago. Doesn’t seem like that long ago does it? How old are your children? 
 
As you read from Louise last week, by the end of this year the majority of our student computers will need 
to be out of our school - and this is our catalyst. This sounds dramatic, but really it’s not - it’s been a long 
time coming. 
 
For the last four to five years, behind the scenes, teams of people in the Education and Training Directorate 
(ETD) have been setting the stage for a dramatic evolution in how we can meet the current, and future, 
needs of students in this digital age. They saw the children of the internet coming and planned for how we 
could meet their needs. 
 
ACT schools are now world leaders in terms of how fast their internet connections are. At a recent summit 
I overheard two teachers - one from Singapore and one from the USA - marvelling at how fast the internet 
was in our schools (the summit was being held at Gungahlin College). But why is this important? It is 
important because a number of technologies have evolved to the stage where we can truly put learning in 
the hands of students - on a global scale - but only if we have internet connections that can keep up. 
 
To work on a global scale you also need a tool for making sure that students are safe (and that their 
information stays secure) in an online world. Enter Google Apps For Education (GAFE). GAFE is a suite of 
tools that upon first glance look much like Microsoft Office. However after using them for a few days you 
start to realise that under the hood GAFE is an incredibly powerful suite of tools that will transform how 
students access learning. Why? How? Collaboration. 
 
Often we as adults have conversations regarding things like YouTube and how terrible it is that our children 
are wasting so much of their time engaging with it. Are we right? Perhaps, but certainly we are not giving 
children enough credit. In the 80’s greed was good, get as much as you can and hold onto it. Globally, what 
do the children of the internet value? They value sharing, they value collaborating, they value giving what 
they have to their peers. We may not agree with some of the things that they share, some of the topics 
they choose to collaborate on, but under the surface they are displaying a range of skills that they need to 
be successful and healthy individuals in their world. It’s beautiful. 
 
So where does that leave us as adults, parents...teachers? Our role then is to provide a safe environment in 
which children can learn what they need for their world of tomorrow. It is also to provide them with tools 
that allow them to experience positive collaboration in a meaningful setting. ETD staff have undergone a 
lengthy negotiation process with Google to find a way of keeping our students and their information safe 
whilst also providing a rich online environment that allows them to collaborate, to share and to explore the 
rest of the world. 
 
Did I mention computers? Pretty important tool right? That’s the rest of the story (if you’ve made it this far 
stay with me, it all comes together in the end). Historically all schools in the ACT got new student 
computers every four years. When this happened we were supposed to throw out all the old computers 
(they were to be recycled or sent to countries who could use them). But we were a bit stingy, we hoarded 
the old computers. Now all of these old computers are using up so many resources that it’s choking our 
system and costing ETD a lot of money - money that no longer exists. So they need to go. 
 



 

Notes Due:  
 
 

Holiday Care Evatt – April 2015 
http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/327460/Holiday_Care_Evatt_April_Booking_Form_201
5-_PDF.pdf  
 
NAPLAN – 2015 Parent Information 
http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/328400/NAPLAN_2015_information.pdf  

Heather Brae Bakery Treats fundraising      Due:  29 April 
http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/328737/Slice_Fundraiser_pamphlet.pdf  
 
Entertainment Book fundraising 

http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/331395/Entertainment_books_2015.pdf 
 

Please check the parent table for regional sports, and try out notes. 
 

Money. This year instead of receiving a number of new computers we received a bucket of money. 
Realistically, if we wanted to buy desktop computers we may have been able to afford five. Obviously that 
wouldn’t have worked! Instead we have invested in Chromebooks. Chromebooks are cheap (around $300 
each) laptop-like devices that run the Google Chrome internet browser. Everything you do is on the 
internet, all of your files are stored on the internet - that place where GAFE exists and works. 
 
See where we’re going with this? Told you it would all come together. 
 
So Google Apps For Education + Chromebooks = an amazing evolution in education for your children to 
meet their needs. The great thing is that this has been tried around the world - and it works. It’s not a 
magic solution, it’s not a new fad, it’s been tried and it works. Among the many benefits is your ability as 
parents to access your child's learning from home at any time. They simply log in and you can see what 
they have been collaborating on at school. 
 
But what about next year when all of our student computers are gone - across the whole school? Enter the 
Readathon. We’ve been able to purchase, with our existing funding, 34 Chromebooks. That’s amazing and 
we will be able to start our journey this year. But next year we are going to need a lot more Chromebooks! 
This is why we are putting all money raised through the Readathon into Chromebooks! SO GET READING! 
 
The Readathon is just one way that we, as a school community, can work together towards something 
concrete - something that will have a direct impact on student outcomes at Evatt School. We hope that 
you can all support us to make this exciting journey work! 
 
Warm regards, 
 

Yehuwdiy Dillon 
Executive Teacher  

http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/327460/Holiday_Care_Evatt_April_Booking_Form_2015-_PDF.pdf
http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/327460/Holiday_Care_Evatt_April_Booking_Form_2015-_PDF.pdf
http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/328400/NAPLAN_2015_information.pdf
http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/328737/Slice_Fundraiser_pamphlet.pdf
http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/331395/Entertainment_books_2015.pdf


 

To support ACT public schools in their implementation of the Gifted and Talented Students policy, the ACT 
Education and Training Directorate has commissioned Gateways Education to develop a series of six 
articles over the next three years to provide information to parents and the community about gifted and 
talented children. The following article is the second in the series. 

This article and further information about the education of gifted and talented learners, including Gifted 
and Talented Fact Sheets for parents, can be found on the ACT Education and Training Directorate website. 

 

Understanding the different curriculum needs of gifted learners 

In educational systems across the world, educators are tasked with the responsibility of meeting the needs 
of all learners in their classrooms through the curriculum and program options they construct and deliver. 
Every classroom is a community of diversity, which includes students of different ability levels and learning 
styles, prior understandings and skills, different cultural experiences and language backgrounds, as well as 
a variety of affective differences and learning difficulties. Each learner has specific needs and, whilst the 
curriculum is designed to reach most learners in these classrooms, additional strategies are often needed 
for students such as gifted learners, whose needs are different to mainstream learners.  

Differentiation is about modifying learning experiences so that all students have the opportunity to engage 
in the learning process at their optimum level. In the case of gifted students, it should be as qualitatively 
different as their level of ability requires. Differentiation has become the global approach to addressing the 
needs of a wide variety of learners, as it promotes equity in the mixed ability classroom and focuses on 
best practice instruction (Tomlinson, 1999, 2001; UNESCO, 2004) 

Gifted students differ markedly from each other in the curriculum adjustments they require because their 
characteristics and needs are so personal and unique. VanTassel-Baska’s longitudinal research published in 
2008, found that the three key characteristics of gifted learners, which should guide curriculum planning 
were those of precocity, intensity and complexity. They need time for in-depth exploration, to manipulate 
ideas and draw generalisations about seemingly unconnected concepts, and opportunities to ask 
provocative questions. 

So how does appropriately differentiated curriculum meet the different needs of gifted learners? There has 
been substantial agreement over the last three decades (Kim, VanTassel-Baska, Bracken, Feng & 
Stambaugh, 2014; Passow, 1982; Reis & Renzulli, 2010; Rogers, 2007; VanTassel-Baska, 1986, 2005, 2008, 
2012, 2013; VanTassel-Baska & Brown, 2007; VanTassel-Baska & Little, 2011), on a number of key points 
related to this question. The following points provide a summary of these: 

• The content of curriculum presented to gifted students should be more advanced than the regular 
curriculum and be organised to include more elaborate, complex, and in-depth study of major concepts, 
problems, and ideas that integrate knowledge within and across systems of thought (Maker, 1986). The 
pace at which this content is presented should be reflective of the different learning rates of gifted 
learners. 

• Curriculum differentiation should allow for the development and application of productive thinking 
skills to enable gifted students to reconceptualise existing knowledge and/or generate new knowledge. 
Inquiry-based and problem based learning using higher order thinking and creative thinking skills such as 
those developed through the use of Bloom’s Taxonomy (1956), the Williams Model (1970), the Maker 
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Model (1982) and Paul’s Elements of Reasoning Model (1992) should underpin curriculum implementation 
and pedagogy. 

• The learning environment in the differentiated classroom should be open and supportive of diverse 
learning styles and enable gifted students to explore constantly changing knowledge and information in 
order to develop the attitude that knowledge is worth pursuing in an open world. Personal bests rather 
than comparisons to other students should be encouraged too, as research shows this results in an 
increasing level of academic achievement for all students, particularly the gifted (Rogers, 2002). Gifted 
students require daily challenge in their learning in order to prevent underachievement, anxiety and stress 
and thus may benefit from being grouped with like-minded peers to facilitate this (Rogers, 2007) and to 
avoid repetition of already mastered materials.  

• Curriculum adjustments for gifted students should promote self-initiated and self-directed learning 
and growth, and support the development of self-understanding and connection to the world.  

The research in the field of gifted education strongly suggests that curriculum differentiation is effective in 
promoting learning within this population (VanTassel-Baska, 2008). It is also important to recognise that 
differentiation for gifted learners in heterogeneous settings requires great skill on the part of teachers and 
the support of principals and educational authorities (VanTassel-Baska, 2004) through ongoing access to 
professional learning. Finally, Rogers (2007) warns that there is no single practice or panacea that will work 
in every school setting and with every gifted learner and therefore, good practice will reflect multiple 
research-based strategies and pedagogical structures, which align with a school’s own philosophy, staff 
and community. 
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Jorja – Centaurus: You are a very worthy recipient of this award. You deserve congratulations for the 

way you conduct yourself at school. From the quality way you complete and present your written work and 

your classroom behaviour, to being helpful and supportive with the younger students at break times. You 

are an excellent role model.  Mrs Brennan 

Joshua V – Centaurus: Congratulations to you! I continue to be impressed by the enthusiasm you display in 

spelling groups.  Your existing knowledge and the way you go about discovering spelling patterns and the 

origins of prefixes and suffixes is inspirational for me as an educator. Keep it up! Mrs Brennan 

Franz – Centaurus: I hope you are feeling proud of the way you are 

working on writing tasks. I very much enjoyed reading and marking your 

cinquain poetry on war and this year’s ANZAC theme, the “silent voices”.  

You have made a substantial effort in Term 1 and this award 

acknowledges it.  Well done. Mrs Brennan  

 
Public Consultation - draft Reporting Student Achievement (Preschool to Year 12) Policy and draft 
common report templates 
 

Opening Date: Monday 23 March 2015  Closing Date: Friday 15 May 
2015 
 
The ACT Education and Training Directorate is seeking public comment on 
the draft Reporting Student Achievement (Preschool to Year 12) Policy and 
draft common report templates for ACT public primary and high schools. 
 
The draft Policy and draft common templates are designed to ensure 

parents receive consistent information about their child's achievement regardless of which ACT public 
school their child attends.  School communities can provide feedback through the ACT Education and 
Training Directorate website at www.det.act.gov.au  and the ACT Government’s Community Engagement 
'Time to Talk' website at http://timetotalk.act.gov.au/. 
 

 
PSSA Swimming Carnival 
Ella swam several amazing races.  We have now received notification that she has qualified for the ACT 
Swimming Championships!  GO ELLA! 
 
 
 
 

FLYING HIGHS 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

SPORTS NEWS 

http://www.det.act.gov.au/
http://timetotalk.act.gov.au/


 

             Evatt School Readathon
 

As I announced in last week’s newsletter, Evatt School is 
participating in a new fundraising initiative; a school Readathon next 

term in weeks 2 and 3. Your child would have received a Sponsorship Form today to help collect 
sponsorship on behalf of the school. An explanatory note was also sent home.  The funds raised will be 
used to purchase new computers for the school.  
 
We ask all parents to read the Sponsorship Form and sign the front page to grant permission for their child 
to fundraise and participate in this event.  In the Sponsorship Form you will find all the tools you need for 
successful fundraising. 
 
Please check your child’s bag for this and help them to collect some sponsors, perhaps over the holidays.  
There is also an option for online sponsorship. The main emphasis will be on participating in the reading 
and all students will be involved in reading 15 minutes at school every day. Hopefully the 15 minute home 
reading component will be supported by you at home. We will also be participating in the Chief Minister’s 
Reading Challenge throughout the term, so I’m hoping there will be lots of reading next term!  
 
“ I really had a lot of dreams when I was a kid, and I think a great deal of that grew out of the fact that I 
had a chance to read a lot.”     Bill Gates  
 
 
Thank you for your anticipated support. 
Louise Frawley  
Literacy and Numeracy Field Officer  
 

 

Mother’s Day Stall 
The P&C will be running the Mother’s Day stall from 9.00 – 10:30am on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday in 
week 2, term 2 (5, 7 & 8 of May). 
 
To help make the stall a success, we would LOVE some donations. Some suggestions include: pens, 
notebooks, candles, body products, vouchers, photo frames, mugs……. or anything else you can think of. 
Please bring your donations to school and place them in the boxes provided in each classroom. 
 
If you are able to help run the stalls, please contact Tracy Hitchins on tracyhitchins@gmail.com or ring the 
school and leave a message regarding your availability.  
Many thanks  

 
 
Heather Brae Fundraising 
Our first fundraiser for the year is Heather Brae Bakery Treats.  Please share with family, friends, 
neighbours and work mates to collect orders.  Orders and money are due back to the school by Wednesday 
29 April 2015. 
 
http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/328737/Slice_Fundraiser_pamphlet.pdf  
 

 

P&C FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE 

mailto:tracyhitchins@gmail.com
http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/328737/Slice_Fundraiser_pamphlet.pdf


 

 
Entertainment Book Fundraising 

We are selling Entertainment Books again this year as one of our main fundraisers. You can now order the 
book or get a digital membership for your phone. If you order before 1 May 2015, you will receive an extra 
$200 in early bird offers! 
 
The Evatt P&C Fundraising team 
http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/331395/Entertainment_books_2015.pdf  
 

Whooping Cough Vaccination for adults 
The number one source of whooping cough infection in newborns is contact with an 
infected adult.  
The body’s immunity to whooping cough infection will get less with time so a booster 
dose is recommended for adults who are:  

 Planning a pregnancy  

 At risk of whooping cough (e.g. healthcare workers)  

 In contact with young children (grandparents, relatives, childcare workers)  

 65 years or older who have not had a booster in the past 10 years.  

 Adult whooping cough vaccination is NOT funded under the National Immunisation 
Program  

Pregnant women:  

 The whooping cough vaccine can be given to pregnant women during the third 
trimester of pregnancy if they are at risk of infection.  

Supplies:  

 The adult products of interest are Boostrix and Adacel (equivalent products by 
different manufacturers).  

 Supplies are low nationally, however some pharmacies have stocks.  

 A prescription is required from your doctor.  
 
Capital Chemist University of Canberra  
Cnr Allawoona St & Ginninderra Dve  
BRUCE ACT 2617  
Open 7.30am-7.30pm Monday to Friday; 9am-5pm Sat.  
Ph 02 6251 3044  
Fax 02 6251 1055  
Email ccuc@capitalchemist.com.au 

Reference: http://www.nps.org.au/medicines/immune-system/vaccines-and-immunisation/for-individuals/vaccines-

a-z/whooping-cough   

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
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Changes to ACTION school services from Monday 18 May 2015 
On Monday 18 May ACTION will be introducing a range of timetable adjustments and service 
improvements to the normal weekday network, as well as changes to some dedicated school services. 
These changes were announced Thursday 2 April. Full details are available on the ACTION website.  
ACTION have also contacted schools to inform them of any upcoming changes to their dedicated schools 
services. 
 

Since the launch of the new schools network in September 2014, ACTION have been continually 
monitoring the network using performance data and identifying areas for improvement. For dedicated 
school services these include: 
 •             the addition of six new services; 
•             directional and stop changes for 21 school services; 
•             changed start times for 68 school services; and 
•             just 1 school service will no longer be in operation. 
 

Other school services may have slight timing changes or no changes. We encourage parents to view the 
changes to the normal weekday network also taking effect on Monday 18 May, as connection times with 
dedicated school services may have changed. 
 

For more information please visit action.act.gov.au or call 13 17 10. 
  

http://www.action.act.gov.au/
http://action.act.gov.au/


 

 

 

 
 
Robogals School Holiday Workshop  
  
Robogals is an international not-for-profit organization, which aims to engage young female students 
in STEM related areas.  Ultimately, our goal is to increase female participation in engineering and related 
fields at university level and beyond.  

 

School Holiday Workshops  
Our  school  holiday  workshops  cover  a  range  of  engineering  activities,  including programming 
LEGO Mindstorms robots, building challenges, and design challenges. As an  attendee,  you’ll  learn  
through  hands-on  activities  and  discussion  with  current university students about the different 
disciplines of engineering and the impact that engineering has on our society today.  

 

When and where is it?  
Robogals will be running a workshop on 22 April 2015.   It will be run at the Australian National 
University in the RSISE Building from 11am to 2pm.  

 

How much does it cost?    
Robogals workshops are completely free. You just need to get yourself to the workshop and back.  A 
packed lunch will need to be brought by attendees.   
 
Who can come?  
We  would  like  to  invite  girls  between  the  ages  of  10-16  to  participate  in  these workshops. 
Siblings of attending girls, male or female, are also welcome to attend.   

 

How do I register?   
Fill in the online registration at http://goo.gl/forms/NIyRhS7KfP Registration 

closes the 20th of April 2015. If you have any questions, please feel free to email 
anu.secretary@robogals.org    
  

http://goo.gl/forms/NIyRhS7KfP
mailto:anu.secretary@robogals.org


 

 
 

Term 2  2015 

Week 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1 April 27 
ACT Public School 
Holiday 
Our Place OSHC - open 

28 

1ST DAY OF  TERM 2 

ANZAC Day 
Assembly 10am 
Canteen Closed 
Chief Minister Reading 
Challenge - starts 

29 

 
30 May 1 

Scholastic Book Club 
Issue #3 - due 

2 4 
Readathon starts 

5 
Preschool/Kindy – 
Constable Kenny 
11.30am-12.30pm 
Mothers Day Stall – 9-
10.30am 

6 7 
Mothers Day Stall – 9-
10.30am 

8 
Assembly 1/2 Draco 
Mothers Day Stall – 9-
10.30am 

3 11 12 13 
Parent Reading 
Workshop:  
9am and 5pm 

14 15 
Assembly 1/2 Pisces 
Readathon ends 

4 18 19 20 21 
Yr 6 Combined Band 

22 
Assembly Kindy 
Belconnen Regional 
Cross Country 

5 25 26 27 28 
Scholastic Book Club 
Issue #4 - due 

29 
Assembly:  5/6 Aurora 
Borealis 
Readathon – 
Sponsorship form and 
money due 

6 June 1 2 
Yr 5 Combined Band 

3 4 5 
Assembly: Aquila 

7 8 9 10 11 12 
Assembly: 1/2 Phoenix 

8 15 16 17 18 19 
Assembly: 1/2 Draco 

9 22 23 24 25 26 
Assembly: Kindy 

10 29 30 July 1 2 3 

 
 
SCHOOL PAYMENT DETAILS:  
EFTPOS:  Visit the front office in person, fill in a Credit Card Authority or ring the front office and pay over the phone 
(Mastercard/Visa only). 
Direct Transfer: Evatt Primary School Management Account, BSB:  032777, Account number:  001244, Reference 
field: ‘child/family name’ & ‘excursion/payment name’ 
 
2015 VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS.  The contribution has been set at: $110.00, for one child, $200.00 for two 
children, $270.00 for three or more children 
.  
2015 Stationery.   All year levels: $65  order form:  

http://www.evattps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0015/320604/2015_Stationary_and_Vol_Cons_Note.pdf  
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